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I m p o r t a n t  T e r m s
flat (b): lowers notes a half step.
sharp (#): raises notes a half step.
natural ( ): cancels the effect of a 

sharp or flat.
order of flats: BEADGCF
order of sharps: FCGDAEB
half step: the smallest interval in 

Western music. Two adjacent keys 
on a piano. Two adjacent frets on 
the same string for guitar.

whole step: two half steps.
natural half step: half steps without the 

use of accidentals. Occurs from  
E-F and B-C.

N o t e  L e n g t h s  i n  4 / 4

sixteenth note  = 1/4 beat

eighth note  = 1/2 beat

dotted eighth note  = 3/4 beat

quarter note  = 1 beat

dotted quarter note  = 1 1/2  beats

half note  = 2 beats

dotted half note  = 3 beats

whole note  = 4 beats

CUT ALONG DOTTED LINEWAIT!
If this is a library book, please don’t cut out anything. 
Make a photocopy so others can use it after you. Thanks. 
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